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Miami -Dade County Public Schools

Vision Statement

We are committed to providing educational excellence for all.

Mission Statement

We provide the highest quality education so that all of our students are empowered to lead
productive and fulfilling lives as lifelong learners and responsible citizens.

School for Advance d Studies South
Vision

The School for Advanced Studies is committed to a comprehensive academic program which
will enable our students to become productive and active citizens.

MISSION

The School for Advanced Studies enables highly motivated students to achieve their academic
and personal potential through an accelerated, full-time high school dual-enroliment program in
a college setting. In the process, students develop high levels of self-esteem, mutual respect,
and appreciation for cultural diversity while demonstrating responsibility and independence as
self-directed life-long learners.

CORE VALUES

e Student learning is the chief priority for the school.

¢ Each student is a valued individual with unique physical, social, emotional, and
intellectual needs.

¢ A safe and physically comfortable environment promotes student learning.

e Students learn in different ways and should be provided with a variety of instructional
approaches to support their learning.

e Cul tur al di versity can ingotdifferenspeoplestamdd e nt s 6 un
cultures.

e A st ud e-+edednsis enlmhcéd by positive relationships and mutual respect
among and between students and staff.

e The commitment to continuous improvement is imperative if our school is going to

enable students to become confident, self-directed, lifelong learners.



School for Advanced Studies

School for Advanced Studies (SAS) is a combined effort of Miami-Dade College (MDC) and
Miami-Dade County Public Schools (MDCPS) initiated in the 1988-89 school year. The
School for Advanced Studies is fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools (SACS). Students admitted to the school receive free tuition and fees, free
textbooks and materials, and, if eligible, school bus and metro-rail transportation funded by
MDCPS. One hundred percent (100%) of our students graduate and continue their
academic studies at colleges and universities in Florida, throughout the nation, or at foreign
universities.

SAS is designed for motivated and academically talented 11™ and 12" grade students
whose needs are not met in the traditional high school setting. The school is not a magnet
school. Student selection is based solely on the order of application among students who
meet the basic requirements for admission. Students apply from all senior high schools in
the district and numerous private and parochial schools. Additionally, many home-
schooled students choose SAS to complete their secondary studies and begin the
transition to college.

Each semester, students are enrolled in a minimum of three (3) college dual-enrollment
courses, taught by MDC faculty, and three (3) high school courses, taught by M-DCPS
faculty. This opportunity for acceleration and enrichment enhances the student population
of both SAS and MDC with bright, eager minds. The SAS total student population cannot
exceed 500 students, with 200 at the Kendall Campus, 100 at the North Campus, 100 at
the Wolfson Campus, and 100 at the Homestead Campus.

The school population reflects the religious, ethnic, and cultural diversity of the community.
Students and faculty are supported by parental and community involvement. The school
prides itself on its family-like environment, small school setting, and its focus on the
humanities and a traditional education. The small high school environment affords the
opportunity for individual student tutoring, counseling, and mentoring by faculty and staff.
The environment provides a uniquely supportive transition between secondary and post-
secondary education.



Principal 0s Message

As | enter my second year as principal of School for Advanced Studies, | have become fully aware of
the unique program it offers to a select group of students. However, the students in this school have
completely surpassed my expectations. The student body astounds me with their remarkable talents
and dedication to pursuing their dreams. When | came to this school, | hoped to challenge the students
and bring out their best while still being able to provide many opportunities for them to enjoy their
academic pursuits. Each day they proved to me that excellence was more a habit than a chore. They
pleasantly surprised me with the multitude and assortment of ideas they presented as well as their
willingness to follow through with the tasks necessary to make these ideas a reality. Last year was full
of exciting events such as dances and class field trips; moreover, each affair was successful because
of the passion and perseverance the students displayed each and every time, without fail. This
upcoming school year, we expect no less. In fact, | challenge all of us to resolve ourselves to make the

2007-2008 school year the best year yet at School for Advanced Studies.

The students along with the devoted faculty and st a f f make everyoneds transit
easy and a one of a kind experience. It is with this thought in mind that we proudly welcome our new
School for Advanced Studies Homestead students. | am sure they will demonstrate the same ability
and willingness to challenge themselves to reach their full potential. It is my hope that they will seize

this great opportunity and set a proud legacy for those who will follow.

In closing, | want to say that your ability to use your voice to be heard is your gift; and | know that you

will use it to change the face of this world and to show everyone the true path to greatness.

Sincerely,

Guillermo Mufioz
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